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“The Lord then said, ‘I myself shall go with you,  

and I shall give you rest.’” Exodus 33:14 
 

 

Alicia arrived at Jubilee with her two young children in March this past 

spring. She had left her home in Mexico months earlier, after receiving  

personal threats of violence from the drug cartel which controls the region. A single mother with an infant  

and a five-year-old son, Alicia could no longer leave her home safely in order to work and support her family. 

With no police protection available, she chose to make the dangerous and difficult journey north and present 

herself as an asylum seeker at the U.S. border.   

 

While traveling north, Alicia and her children were seized by another cartel, who decided to let them go. When 

they arrived at the border, the family was held briefly in a U.S. detention center and then released to a tempo-

rary shelter for migrants in the border area. From there 

they were able to come to Jubilee, riding a bus for two 

days across the South during the early stage of the  

coronavirus pandemic. Many families with stories like 

Alicia’s are denied entry at the U.S. border. We grieve 

for all people who are struggling to find a home free of 

violence, and we give thanks that Alicia’s family was 

able to come safely to Jubilee.  

 

Alicia spent three months at Jubilee, recovering from the 

strain of her journey, and beginning the process of apply-

ing for asylum in the U.S. Though she has left the violent 

cartels behind, Alicia still has a difficult road ahead of 

her. The process to obtain legal recognition as an asylee 

in this country is long and uncertain, and life for a single 

mother in a new country is challenging in any case.  

Alicia is a strong woman, though, and she will have help 

along that road. Through our connection with a national 

network of churches hosting asylum seekers, Alicia 

moved this summer to a new home where she will have 

financial, legal and social support from an accompanying 

congregation as she navigates the asylum process and 

adapts to life in this country.  

 

Over the years, most families coming to Jubilee have 

been in a situation like Alicia’s: they are newly arrived in 

the U.S. and confront the challenge of building a new life 

 

Jeremiah enjoying the summertime on his bike. 

 

 



here after an experience of violence or persecution. Some have left their homes only recently, while others 

have waited long years in refugee camps. Some, like Alicia, have the added difficulty of an uncertain legal  

future in this country. Most of these families stay at Jubilee for a period of a few months, a time of respite in 

which to gather strength for the next stage of their journey. When we say goodbye to these families, knowing 

the difficulties that still lie ahead, we lean heavily on the knowledge that God goes with each person. Alicia 

told us that she saw God’s hand of protection over her family through all the perils and uncertainties of their 

journey. The courage and faith that Alicia and others like her have shown as they move forward into un-

certainty helps to give the rest of us courage and faith, too, to rest in God’s presence in the face of uncertainty. 

 

Sometimes, we have the opportunity 

to walk alongside people at a later 

stage in their journey, and we hear 

about some of the ways in which God 

has been with them in their lives as 

immigrants in the United States. This 

summer, we hosted a Karen family 

from Burma who have been living in 

Clarkston, GA for twelve years. Ni 

Thaw, Aye Nway and their seven 

children are relocating to our town of 

Comer as part of Ni Thaw’s recovery 

from alcoholism, and they spent two 

months at Jubilee waiting for a rental 

house to become available. The  

seven children contributed to a very 

lively youth scene that we had here 

this summer. We taught outdoor  

academic classes all summer for the 

23 kids living on the property, since 

everyone had missed so much school 

in the spring. Aye Nway and Ni 

Thaw’s enthusiastic and gregarious 

kids brought a lot of good energy to these classes, and to many hours of summertime hanging out.  

 

During their last week at Jubilee, Ni Thaw shared a testimony about how he began his recovery from seven-

teen years of alcohol addiction. At a moment of crisis while the family was in Clarkston earlier this year, Ni 

Thaw prayed for a new job that would give him Sundays off so that he could go to church. With help from 

friends at the Karen church in Comer, Ni Thaw was able to find a job with Sundays off in the Comer area. At 

the same time, he was able stop drinking alcohol and he has maintained sobriety in the months since then. We 

are thankful to be able to celebrate this gift with Ni Thaw, and to be encouraged by the strength and faithful-

ness of this family in the midst of all the challenges that they have faced.  

 

Also with us this summer were two teenagers, Tally and Yasaira, who lived at Jubilee for six years when they 

were young children. Tally and Yasaira first came to Jubilee with their mother and brothers twelve years ago, 

and the family stayed on when their mother Josefina joined the Jubilee staff. In 2015 the family moved back to 

South Georgia, but they visit regularly and we remain very close. Tally and Yasaira are now in high school, 

and have spent the past few summers with us at Jubilee. This year they served as “junior volunteers,” working 
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in the garden, helping with childcare, and joining in other community work, as well as participating in our 

summer academic classes. As part of her English Language Arts class, Yasaira wrote an essay about her  

memories of Jubilee, and she gave us permission to share some excerpts from that essay in this newsletter.   

It is a great joy to see Tally and Yasaira grow into kind and mature young women, to watch them build caring 

relationships with the younger kids in our community, and to see how God has been present with them both 

during their years at Jubilee and in their lives in South Georgia.  

 

What Jubilee Means to Me 

Yasaira Bosquez-Chable 

 

Jubilee means home. I was four years old and was moving from shelter to shelter. I was moving so much that I 

had no place to call home. When we first arrived, I finally hoped this would be the place for us.  

 

My very first memory was on a seesaw. My brother and I were going up and down the seesaw and we were 

enjoying ourselves. I wanted to push off the ground. Instead I put my foot under the seesaw as I went down. I 

started to bawl my eyes out not knowing what to do. While I was crying, I met Summer. Summer was one of the 

volunteers in Jubilee. She was coming down the big hill and helped me to get to my mom. My family had to 

take our picture so that everyone would know who we were. I remember that my mom had to carry me in the 

picture and my face was all red…   

 

While we lived in Jubilee we made a family. Everyone became like aunt and uncles to us. We had big sisters 

and big brothers. I grew up with a family without being related to them. I had my Aunt Sue and Uncle Blake, 

Aunt Tina and Uncle Russ, Hannah, Ben, Jenny, and even had two grandmas, Grandma Coffee and Abuelita.  

I made a family that I know would be there for me when I needed them.   

 

The best part of Jubilee were the holidays. Easter Sunday is the very first big holiday that we celebrated. We 

wake up early and all gather around at the K-House. We had people come from in town and from other places 

like Atlanta. We would all then start to walk to the cross field. On our way there we would stop at a tomb, as if 
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Tally, Roberto, Yasaira, and MuLa Paw: 2008 and 2020. 



it were the one Jesus had risen from. We would start 

singing some songs until we got to the cross. At the 

cross there would be buckets full of flowers and 

branches of different kinds. We would all take turns 

decorating the cross with it to show the beauty of 

Jesus rising on the third day. We would have a  

worship service and have brunch right after.   

 

The next holiday was the Sweet Potato Harvest. We 

would all be working to harvest sweet potatoes. At 

the end of this, we would have a big potluck. We 

would have all our food made from sweet potatoes. 

It was the most delicious potluck throughout the 

years. Next was Thanksgiving, which was the  

biggest holiday. We had everyone come to Jubilee. 

People from all over the place would come and visit 

to come eat. It would be a potluck so that everyone 

would bring food and we would eat things from all 

different places…   

 

I grew up in Jubilee so I call it home. I made more 

friends and family than I thought I would have made 

on the day I arrived. I made memories throughout 

the years that were the best birthdays and holidays 

I’ve ever had. I came from a home with a single 

mother and made more family than anyone I know.  
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Above: Summer Volunteer Dawn feeds a baby goat. 
Below: Love in the time of Corona ♥ Arthur & Yvonne’s 

son Roscoe was married to Pennye this summer.  

 

Who we are 
Jubilee Partners is an ecumenical Christian service 

community in northeast Georgia. We offer  
hospitality to refugees, asylum seekers, and other 

immigrants who have fled violence or persecution.  
We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization;  

donations are thus tax-deductible. Your donations 
and support  of our work are most appreciated. 

 
Jubilee Partners  Box 68  Comer, GA 30629     
706-783-5131      www.jubileepartners.org 



View Jubilee’s newsletter in color online at www.jubileepartners.org! 

Summer Fun! 
 

Below: Amos and Yasaira slip down a soapy slide. 
Kosol leads Sue and his dad Chris through a  

sorghum maze in the garden, designed by Russ. 
 

Right: Felix marvels at a sunflower bigger than his 
head. The kids help Arthur wash the red truck. 

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, Jubilee will 
not host our usual Thanksgiving Day celebration 
this fall. We will miss seeing you all, but we look  

forward to being with you again in November 2021! 
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Lorraine, Samantha, Sochenda, Ella, and Cedar find dramatic ways to brighten our hearts in times of COVID. 


